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What the National Center for
Medical-Legal Partnership Is and
Does

The National Center for Medical-
Legal Partnership (“Center,” or
“NCMLP”) “leads education,
research, and technical assistance
efforts to help every health
organization in the United States
leverage legal services as a standard
part of the way they respond to social
needs.”

The Center is a project in the
Department of Health Policy and
Management at the Milken Institute
School of Public Health at the George
Washington University (‘GWU”)."

The Bob Woodruff Foundation and
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation are
the primary financial supporters of the
Center, although it receives significant
funding from the government as well
The Center is a Health Resources and
Services Administration (“HRSA”)-
funded National Training and
Technical ~ Assistance  Partner."
NCMLP has a number of partners in
the medical and legal communities,
including the  American  Bar
Association, the American Medical
Association, and the U.S. Department

of Veterans Affairs.Y  Bethany
Hamilton and Joel Teitelbaum are the
co-directors of the NCMLP.”
Teitelbaum is also a professor of public
health and law at the GWU."" The
Center also employs four other staff
members. "'

The Center primarily publishes
numerous free resources, including
issue briefs and reports, about
different topics in the medical-legal
partnership (“MLP”) space for use by
health care providers, legal services
providers, and policymakers seeking
to build and maintain MLPs.* For
example, in 2018 the Center published
a fact sheet about
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partnership (“MLP”) space for use by
health care providers, legal services
providers, and policymakers seeking
to build and maintain MLPs.* For
example, in 2018 the Center published
a fact sheet about

how MLPs can address transgender
individuals’ needs.xi In 2017, NCMLP
published a report on the results of a
survey of health care providers about
the effectiveness and state of MLPs in
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the United States.xii More recently, the Center
published an issue brief describing the legal
needs facing socially vulnerable older adults
and the ways that MLPs can help address
those needs.”!l

The Center, in partnership with other
organizations, also operates the Social
Determinants of Health (“SDOH”) Academy,
which provides free training to health centers
and their partners to “develop, implement,
and sustain SDOH interventions in their
clinics and communities.”"

Additionally, the Center advocates for the
development of MLPs both to the public and
to policymakers.”¥

Finally, the Center performs contract work for
health care providers in the public and private
sector to build out MLPs. For example, the
Center is currently developing performance
measures for MLPs associated with
Department of Veterans Affairs healthcare so
that those providers can evaluate and improve
their programs’ efficacy. "'

History of the Center

The Center was founded in 2006 at Boston
Medical Center. X" Ellen Lawton served as
founding director and co-director of the
Center from 2006 to 2020V Lawton was
one of the first lawyers involved in medical-
legal partnership, which was developed as a
recognizable concept and coined as a term at
Boston Medical Center in the 1990s.XX
Teitelbaum was involved with the Center
since at least before its move to the GWU.™

The Center moved to the GWU in 2012
The move was made possible due partly to

funding from the Kresage Foundation and the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.
According to Teitelbaum, this move led the
Center to develop new relationships with
federal government partners like the
Department of Health and Human Services,
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and the
Department of Justice.

In 2017, the Center founded The Social
Determinants of Health Academy.*"

Hamilton became the new co-director of the
Center on August 31, 2020.*

Geographic Distribution of the Center

Because the Center is part of the GWU, it is
located in Washington, D.C.*"!

However, the Center does partner with
organizations across the country.®" The
Center has aided over 450 hospitals and health
centers all over the United States. Vi

For example, the Center recently announced a
partnership with Kaiser Permanente, a leading
health care provider, through the East Bay
Community  Foundation in  northern
California.®™ The partnership will seek to
connect health systems to legal resources to
promote housing stability and prevent
evictions.™

Outside of the Center’s individual work,
NCMLP  reports that  medical-legal
partnerships serve individuals in 49 states and
the District of Columbia.
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